THE HOMEWARD FLIGHT
stretched from the delta of the Ganges at Calcutta, to the
Amu river in Central Asia.
uln our northward flight we passed over and circled several
times round Fatehpur Sikri, the city built by Baber's grandson,
Akbar, a soldier and diplomat, who succeeded to the throne in
1556, and under whom the Mogul dynasty rose to the zenith
of its power and fame.
"Fatehpur Sikri stands without an equal in the world; its
origin is unknown, and its desertion after being occupied for
only a few years is likewise wrapped in mystery. We only
know that it was quiedy abandoned and for nearly four
hundred years its palaces and walls, its terraces and streets have
been empty, save for the jackal and the porcupine that haunt its
numberless passages and make their home beneath the shadow
of its frowning walls.
"Fatehpur Sikri lies twenty-three miles south of Agra, the
road to it being marked by quaint milestones, each twenty feet
in height and placed at intervals of two miles. From our aero-
planes we could trace the road in almost a straight line to Agra.
"Various reasons have been assigned for the building of the
city, but the generally accepted and certainly most romantic,
is that connected with the hermit saint, Salim Chisti, whose
descendants still live within the city. Akbar was returning from
the conquest of Southern India, he and his army encamping by
the village of Fatehpur. Till then Akbar was without an heir,
and the great heritage that he had created seemed in danger of
becoming a bone of contention between rival aspirants for the
throne, after the manner of the Orient when there is no direct
descendant to take up the sceptre.
"The legend tells us that the emperor visited the hermit,
who counselled him to build a city at Fatehpur Sikri and that
his desire would then be gratified. So Akbar, characteristic of
the Mogul dynasty, took the work in hand, and shortly after
the foundations were laid, a son was born to him who in time
became the emperor Jehangir, known as the Conqueror of the
World, but whose reign was chiefly noted for the time spent in
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